John Winter

JOHN W. WINTER, of Middletown is a descendant of one of the early pioneers of this part of the state of New York. His grandfather, John Winter, was born in England, and there married. After his wife's death he came to America with three of his children, and made his first abode in Bovina. A little later, Mr. Winter took up ninety-six acres in the New Kingston Valley, purchasing a squatter's claim. His tract was uncleared and lay in the midst of dense forest land, where the ferocious wild animals had full sway, and the only roads were a few paths cleared through the woods and over the mountains by the Indians. To place a family in such a home was a hazardous undertaking, as the howling wolves and bloodthirsty panthers were ready to fall on the hapless settler or his children and devour them. Yet, undaunted, he erected a log cabin for a temporary dwelling, and went to work to hew down the forest trees and clear the thick undergrowth, that the land might be fir for cultivation. 

The three children who lived on the farm and assisted so materially in this labor were Thomas, Robert and Margaret. Their father died at the age of eighty-two years. Mr. Robert Winter bought the old homestead, finished the task of clearing and breaking the land, and put up substantial buildings. He stayed on the farm, developing it and putting his whole interest in it until he was grown to manhood, unlike many boys, who leave the old place to find something better, and often make a flat failure. At this time Robert met and married Sally Dumond, the daughter of Captain William Dumond, one of the early settlers of New Kingston, whose family is of Dutch extraction, and can be traced back as far as 1661. Robert and Sally (Dumond) winter had thirteen children, of whom only five grew up; namely, Rachel, John W., William, Thomas and Jane. They all received a common-school education, and were well started in life when their parents died. Robert lived to be seventy-two years old, but his wife reached the age of eighty-three. 

John W. Winter was born on the old homestead, April 29, 1839. He worked on the place until he was thirty-one years of age. When he was married, he bought a farm in the neighborhood, and exchanged it for the old homestead where he now lives. He put great labor into the further improvement of his farm. Which now, as a result, is one of the best in the neighborhood, and bears the mark of sagacious care and thrift. It is situated about three miles from New Kingston, and eight miles from Roxbury. The town line between Bovina and Middletown runs through it. Mr. Winter enlarged his barn, and remodeled it, and in 1886 built a fine two-story house, in which his family now makes their home. Mr. Winter married Elizabeth Scott, the daughter of Adam Scott, and a descendant of one of the earliest settlers of Bovina, Delaware County. They have two children, namely: Robert Winter, who lives at home; and Nancy who married Mr. H. M.Colter, a furniture dealer of Margarettville. Mr. Winter is a Republican, and both he and his wife are members of the United Presbyterian church. He is well known as a progressive farmer, and a good neighbor and citizen. 

------------------------------------------------------------

. JAMES WILLAS CHISHOLM resides in the village of New Kingston, in the town of Middletown, where he was born June 26, 1859, and has become a very influential citizen. His paternal grandfather, Andrew Chisholm, was owner of the Vanbenschoten farm, which he cleared, erecting the first buildings thereon. There he lived till his death, a prosperous farmer, Democratic in politics, and Presbyterian in religion, raising a family of three children-(Andrew’s children) William, James, and Jane Chisholm, all of whom grew to adult life, married, and had large families.  James and Jane are deceased. Grandfather Chisholm lived to the ripe old age of eighty-four. 

Andrew’s second son, James Chisholm, was born on the home farm, where he grew up, being educated in the district school. In due time he was wedded to Rachel Delameter, daughter of Abraham Delameter, who fought in the Revolutionary Was, and whose wife belonged to the Brink family. In compensation for the fiery destruction, by the British, of his house and barn in the old Kingston, Mr. Delameter received a tract of land in New Kingston, where he farmed until his death, at threescore and ten.  James Delameter (Chisholm?) bought this farm of his father-in-law, and there were raised the four children which adored the Chisholm family.  1. Andrew Chisholm is a Croton farmer, and has three children. 2. Sarah Chisholm married James Archibald, a farmer and has one child. 3. Margaret chisholm married Robert Winter, and they lived in the village with their three children. 
4. James W. is the special subject of this sketch. Their father lived to the age of only fifty-two.  

James W. Chisholm grew up on the farm, where he remained till the age of twenty-three, when he married Ella J. Dickson, daughter of John Dickson, a mechanic in the same town, whose wife was Isabella Frazier. Even after the marriage the Chisholms remained a year on the home farm, till he bought the wagon and blacksmith shop of Walter A. Elliott, which has been very prosperous. Mr. Chisholm is a Republician, and held the office of Postmaster under President Harrison, between

1888 and 1892. His wife is a member of the United Presbyterian church. Mrs. Chisholm's materal grandfather was Alexander Frazier, and grandmother was Christina Cowan. Mr. Frazier's father was Glerander Frazier, who married Isabella Colter. The old man was a Scotch weaver, and taught the trade to his son, Alexander Frazier, who came to America is 1820, and settled in Roxbury, Delaware County, where he lived to be seventy-seven years old, and reared two daughters-Elizabeth and Ellen. Mrs. Chisholm's mother was the daughter of Gilbert and Ellen[Irving] Dickson. The grandfather, Gilbert Dickson, Sr.,came from Scotland, and settled, like so many of his compatriots, in Bovina, where he raised six boys and three girls-Michael, Mary, Jennie, John, Isabella, Walter, Gilbert, Oliver, and Theodore Dickson. Their father lived to be over fourscore, but their grandfather Dickson lived to be eighty-nine. In this biography the repetition of Scottish names is most noticeable. They belong to an admirable class of people, who are an honor to America; and to them might be applied the pithy words of the essayist Tuckerman-  " It has been said that self-respect is the gate of Heaven; and the most cursory observation shows that a degree of reserve adds vastly to the latent froce of character." 

ANDREW THOMSON RUSSELL, (not in FTM) a Delaware County dairyman of Scotch ancestry, occupies the farm in Bovina on which he was born, and which includes the tract of land cleared by his paternal grandfather, William Russell, (not in FTM) in the early part of the century. William Russell was born near Glasgow, Scotland; and he and his wife, who was also Scotch, emigrated to America in 1800, and settled here in the primeval forest. His first work was to cut down the trees whose stout trunks were to be fashioned into a rude abode for his wife and children. The game that dwelt about the very threshold of the cabin furnished food for the hungry little mouths. There were at the time no roads cut through the woods, still haunted by wolves and bears: and the journey to the mill at South Kortright, now known as Almeda, a distance of five miles, which the sturdy pioneer sometimes made, carrying the grain on his back, the path being indicated only by blazed trees, was both toilsome and perilous. William Russell died here June 28, 1828, aged ninety-five years and four months, leaving five sons -- John, Stephen, James, William, Matthew -- and one daughter. His wife, Janet Pumphry, was born in 1750, and died May 30, 1837. 

James Russell, the third of this goodly group, was born in Scotland on June 22, 1790, and was a lad of ten years when he came to this country with his parents. He was educated in the district schools of the locality, and came into possession of the farm at his father's death. He added largely to the estate, and became quite a man of property. He married Margaret Bryce, who was born in Scotland, February 5, 1796, a daughter of Thomas and Janet (Gilmore) Bryce, the former of whom died February 25, 1813, and the latter, a daughter of John Gilmore, July 11, 1829. The other children of her parents were the

following: Agnes Bryce, born March 19, 1794; Jean Bryce, March 24, 1799; Archibald Bryce, August 25, 1801; John Bryce, January 26, 1803; Elizabeth Bryce, February 20, 1805; Matthew Bryce, born January 28, 1807; who died in Libby Prison during the Civil War: Mary Bryce, September 2, 1809; Thomas G. Bryce April 4, 1812.    The wife of Mr. Russell shared his religious faith and creed, both being members of the Reformed Presbyterian church. He had no interest in the political situation of his time, and took no part in the national or local issues. His reasons for thus disfranchising himself, as it were, are indicated in the following extract from the Synod's Report on National Reform in 1869: "Because this nation has steadfastly refused any acknowledgement of the authority of God, of his Son, or of his law," and because "A Constitution which ignores the foundations of all political morality cannot be accepted and approved by any Christian people without sin," and because he holds "it to be the duty of every citizen of this nation to maintain an active dissent by refusing to incorporate with a government thus constituted." 

James Russell died August 4, 1851. His wife Margaret survived him many years, dying January 15, 1873. Twelve Russell children, all sons, were John, and Andrew, are now living. The record is as follows: William Russel, born December 19, 1814, died February 2, 1892; Thomas B. Russel, born August 9, 1816, died April 18, 1881; James G. Russell, born April 21, 1818, died January 1, 1891; an infant, born May 9, 1820, died unnamed; Archibald B. Russell, born August 18, 1821, died February 18, 1868; Stephen Russell, born January 26, 1824; John G. Russell, born January 16, 1827; an infant, born and died on December 13, 1829; Matthew Russell, born May 31, 1831, died September 27, 1833; David B., born August 19, 1833, died February 28, 1892; Andrew T.Russell, born November 9, 1837; Matthew B. Russell, born June 17, 1840, died January 14, 1847. 

Andrew T. Russell worked on his father's farm and hired himself out for several years during his youth, earning one hundred and fifty five dollars for his first year's wages. He also worked at the carpenter's trade one year. He was married January 12, 1865, and bought the farm in the spring of that year. The young woman who linked her fate with his was Miss Eliza Jane McLaury, who was born in the town of Davenport, April 23, 1845, a daughter of George H. and Nancy (Cobine) McLaury.

George H. McLaury was a native of Kortright, and Mrs. McLaury of Franklin. They reared a family of seven children: George, a farmer in Iowa: Thomas, who died in the Civil War; David, who lives in Delhi; Mrs. Russell; John, a farmer in South Dakota; Samuel, also in South Dakota; and Mrs. Sarah A. Terrell, wife of Thomas Terrell, a baggage-master in Oneonta, N.Y. Andrew T. Russell has lived at the home of his birth, surrounded by all the ties of association and childhood that make a locality dear. He keeps thirty milch cows, and has one of the best dairies in the county. The new buildings which he has errected have greatly enhanced the value of the property; and the land itself, under intelligent tillage, has been vastly improved. 

Six children have blessed the union of Mr. and Mrs. Russell, namely: James J.K., born November 5, 1865, who married Miss Tina L. Doig, and has one daughter, Florence Pearl; George T., born September 19, 1868; Nettie A., born October 18, 1870; Andrew G., born March 22, 1872; Samuel W., born July 25, 1873, a clerk in Oneonta; Mary Jane Eliza, born December 23, 1875, now at the Normal School of Oneonta.   Both Mr. and Mrs. Russell are members of the Reformed Presbyterian church, in which the former has been an Elder for twenty-one years. He is also the superintendent of the Sabbath-school, which latter office he has held for the last five years. Politics seem to have little or no interest for this man, who, for the same reasons stated in regard to his father, serves his country by setting an example of industry, sobriety, and thrift, rather than by taking an active part in State or national affairs.

 ---------------------------

ANDREW M. RUSSELL, of New Kingston, in Middletown, NY, was born in Bovina, on August 12, 1852. His grandfather, Matthew Russell, was born in Roxburghshire, Scotland, and, upon coming to America, sojourned for a time at Bovina, where he plied his miller's trade. From Bovina he removed to Middletown, bought a farm of one hundred and fifty acres, and built thereon a log dwelling-house and out-buildings. He cleared and improved the land; and, having carried out the injunction of the couplet which warns, 

                                         "Before you marry,

                                           Be sure of a home

                                          Wherein to tarry."

He (Matthew Russell – Andrew M’s grandfather) was joined in holy wedlock to Betsey Cummings. They had four sons and one daughter, namely: James C. Russell, who married Eliza Dumond; Matthew G. Russell, who married Margaret Winter; Alexander Russell, who married Mary Dumond; and John G. Russell; and their sister, Margaret A. Russell, who died in early youth. Mrs. Betsey Russell died; and Matthew was again married to Miss Esther Blackman, by whom he had three children, whose brief record follows: Stephen Russell married Hannah Wooden, Margaret Ann Russell married Andrew Glendening, and Roswell married Betsey Russell. 

Matthew Russell lived to be seventy-five years old, and his wife Esther reached the age of fifty-five or sixty. Both were members of the Presbyterian church, and the husband was a Democrat. 

John G. Russell, a son of Matthew by his first wife, was born in Bovina, April 25, 1822. Having learned the milling trade, he found employment as a miller for six years here before he began farming on a tract of one hundred acres of land, which he purchased near New Kingston, and which is now owned by his son Oscar. He remained on the farm for thirty-two years; and then, abandoning its active cares, he came to New Kingston, where he now lives, at nearly seventy-three years of age, quietly enjoying the reward of his long continued toil. On Christmas Day of 1845 he was married to Miss Jane Chisholm, who was a daughter of Andrew and Elsie Chisholm, and who became the mother of six children. She died at the age of sixty-nine, survived by five children, namely: Alice Jane, who married William Boggs, of Bovina, and has one child; Elizabeth E., wife of Sloan Archibald, a farmer in Bovina, they having two children; Margaret A., who died young; Andrew M., of New Kingston; John Oscar, a farmer, who married Miss Belle Thompson, and lives near New Kingston; and Mary Adelia, the wife of Arthur H. Russell, of Unionville, Mich., who has one child. Mr. John G. Russell married for his second wife Miss Elizabeth S. Miller, a daughter of Thomas and Margaret (Scott) Cowens, and a member of the United Presbyterian church. 

Andrew M., son of John G. and Jane (Chisholm) Russell, pursued his elementary studies in the schools of New Kingston, and finished his education at Stamford Academy. As a young man he worked on his father's farm, and taught school for seven terms. He then began selling farming implements for the firm of Wheeler & Mellet. He is now Postmaster of New Kingston, to which place he came in 1884. Here he met and married Miss Anna Winter, daughter of Robert and Margaret (Chisholm) Winter. Mr. A. M. Russell is a Democrat in politics, and has held several of the minor public offices in the town. His wife is a member of the United Presbyterian church of New Kingston, where they reside. 

1

